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SOCIAL CHANGES ARE REFLECTED IN FAMILY LIFE. IN PLANNING 
A PROGRAM AIMED AT IMPROVING FAMILY LIVING, IT IS IMPERATIVE 
TO CONSIDER THE EFFECTS OF CHANGES. FAMILIES HAVE MOVED OFF 
THE FARM, HAVE MOVED FROM PRODUCTION TO CONSUMPTION, HAVE 
SHIFTED FROM AN ECONOMY OF SCARCITY TO AN ECONOMY OF 
ABUNDANCE, HAVE BECOME SMALLER, WORK LESS AND LIVE BETTER, 

ARE ESTABLISHED IN LARGER NUMBERS AND AT YOUNGER AGES, HAVE 
MORE COMPLEX AND FLEXI8LE ROLES, ARE MORE UNSTABLE, AND 
MEMBERS HAVE MORE FREEDOM TO BE THEMSELVES. FOR THE PROGRAM 
TO BE MEANINGFUL IN TERMS OF BEHAVIORAL CHANGE, CONSIDERATION 
MUST ALSO BE GIVEN TO THE CHARACTERISTICS AND NEEDS OF THOSE 
BEING TAUGHT AND TO THE DEVELOPMENTAL TASKS THEY NEED TO 
ACCOMPLISH— (1) ACCEPTING ONE'S CHANGING BODY AND LEARNING TO 
USE IT EFFECTIVELY, (2) ACHIEVING A SATISFYING AND SOCIALLY 
ACCEPTED MASCULINE OR FEMININE ROLE, (3) FINDING ONESELF AS A 
MEMBER OF ONE'S OWN GENERATION IN MORE MATURE RELATIONS WITH 
ONE'S AGEMATES, (4) ACHIEVING EMOTIONAL INDEPENDENCE OF 
PARENTS AND OTHER ADULTS, (5) SELECTING AND PREPARING FOR AN 
OCCUPATION AND ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE, (6) PREPARING FOR 
MARRIAGE AND FAMILY LIFE, (7) DEVELOPING INTELLECTUAL SKILLS 
AND SOCIAL SENSITIVENESS NECESSARY FOR CIVIC COMPETENCE, AND 
CB> DEVELOPING A WORKABLE PHILOSOPHY OF LIFE THAT MAKES SENSE 
IN TODAY'S WORLD. CHARACTERISTICS AND NEEDS OF STUDENTS, AGES 
11 TO ID, CONCEPTS AND GENERALIZATIONS, CORRESPONDING 
LEARNING EXPERIENCES, CHECKLISTS AND QUESTIONNAIRES, AND UNIT 
OUTLINES FOR FAMILY LIVING ARE INCLUDED. THIS ARTICLE IS 
PUBLISHED IN THE "ILLINOIS TEACHER", VOLUME 2, NUMBER 11. 
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Speaking recuitly at the University of Illinois, Margaret Mead 
described this as the period of the most rapid change the world has ever 
known, Eric Johnson, in. an article in the September, 1958 Jo urnal of 
Home Economics, stated that, "There, is no denying that this is an era of 
change, a time; in which the only thing fixed and certain appears to be 
change itself.. 11 It seems that almost every day brings new wonders in 
the realms of science and technology. Arid, sensitive to every change 
wrought by these wonders is the social institution of the family? 



in Family Development, page 26, Ouyalt points out that: 



The powerful complex of industrialization, urbanization, 
and secularization has drastically changed the functions of 
American families in recent decades. No longer imperative are 
the ^ once all-absorbing demands df economic productivity, edu- 
cation, medical attention, recreation, protection, religion— 

all esseetial functions of the pioneer, rural* old-fashioned 
large framily.” 



Sha recognizes as the functions of the modern family the personal 

ZtS ST *-?- f? me ? b ? r * throu 9 h "effect lonel security, continuity of 
guidance, and cultural interpretation." 7 



, e<sntuf y there have been a number of changes in 

imnrnirrmnn? of *??5* "9 educational programs aimed L the 

Improvement of family life should be aware. The following list of these 
changes is from Chapter II in Family Development by Duvall. 



fhanges In American Family Life 



. ,,f lrs ?* • change that we. have heard mentioned frequently is this: 
ffflLJjes have moved jgff thefjrm. Helen Hurd, in an article entitled 

aiHSliS.* Changing Social end Economic Conditions for Our Changing 

Programs" n the February, 1956 Journal of Home Economics, stated that, 
although, in general, the rural population has decreased, the rural non- 
farm population has increased. 



Fgil,l.ies have moved from production to consumption . Problems of 
selecting and purchasing goods loom larger in the mind of today* s home- 
maker than do problems related to producing goods in the home* When home 
production^ undertaken today It Is more often for creative satisfaction 
than because the goods are unavailable on the crowded market shelves. 



.■ For .home economists this. change In' family living raises a vary Imoor* 

f l L qU ? Stl0n : sh0l,,<, *>©' *wich more concerned with the education? 

or the homemaker as a careful shopper and a wise consumer theh most of 
us have been in the past? Unless we revise our curriculum in response to 
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